Imminent Danger. 


BEING 
A SERMON preached with reference to th 


Sins of the Nation. f 


wherein is heweds =, 1) $1 
” - L, That God will certainly puniſh a VERT for great'S$i | I 


- with great Severity. 
IT. For what Sins chiefly God infliteth ofeat Puoiſhwiig. 
111. The Wiſdom and Tultice of Gods proceeding Heres 
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: Ezck. 33. v.7, 8,9. Son of man, I bave ſet thee a watchman_u uatto" the 
! bouſe of Iſrael : therefore thou ſhalt bear the word at my moutb, and warn 
them from me, When 4 ſay unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou ſhalt 
ſarely die ; if thou doe(t not ſpeak to warin the wicker from bis way, that 
| wicked man ſhall die in bis int juity, but bis blood will T require* gt thine 
hand, Nevertheleſs, if thou warn the wicked of his w way, 10 tr from 
it c if be do Hot tura from bis way, be fhall die in bis miguity but thor 
baſt deliverea ey ſoml, ” 
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Then ſaid be unto me, The iniquity of the houſe of 1. £8 
rael and Judah is exceeding great,. and /the Lane wo © 

they Jay, The Lord hath forſaken the earth; and the”? 
Lord ſeeth not. . And as for me alſo, mine eze ſhall © - 
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0t ſpare, neither will T have pity, but I will recom- . I 
pence their way upon their head. 0512 > OS. no 
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Hele Eighth and: Ninth Chapters contiians Jini& S 


and complcat Vilion, wherein the Prophet: js carried) © 
in- the Spirit, that is, in the Viſions of his mind, EE 367e 4 
- trom Babylon ( where he was captive-) to Feruſalom,. OS 


{ ſome few years bctore- it wasdeſirayed by Nebuchaduezzar ),14 © i 
and there God. ſhewed him in the Viſion, the Image of Tec 7 WA 4 
loufte fianding openly in the Gate that led to the Altar; My WIG. 
<. 8. v. 5. that is, ſome Idol expoſed publickly.to-be wore 3 | 5 
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” _ * ſhipped, which provoked God to Jealoufiz, Afﬀter this, God 
FF . . ſhewed him-the manifold Idolatries that were committed 
US more privately, and that by thc chief men and tulers. This. . 
is called .Chambers of Imagery,-ver.8, to 12 after this, he is 
_ >... - "ſhewed, Women weeping for Tammuz, ver. 14. probably ſome 
FP. * Plaugentes idolatrous ſervihy, reſpe@ing-the Moon * 3 and.aiſo men wor- 
_ - Adonidem. ſhipping, the Sun, ver, 16. After this corruption in Religion, 
vu'g- he is told the corruption in their Manners, vis. That they... 
| fill the Land with violence, +that they are reſolved upon evil, 
and, that they put the Branch to theig noſe 3 an expreſſion of 
ſcorg..aud contempt, ver. 17. After this difcovery of their 
fin, God threatens their puniſhment, ver.-18, That he would 
 defiroy them in his fury, arid without mercy. Accordingly 
chap. 9. in the Vition, are preſented to the Prophet ſix men, 
appointed to deſtroy all the inhabitants of the City,-young 
and old, beginning at the Temple with the Ancients, that 
were committing fecret Idolatry z the Prophet as not able to 
bear this dreadtul fight, cries out in ver,8. Ab Lord God, wilt 
” thou deſtroy all the remnant of Iſrael,” in pouring out thy wrath 
1 upon Fernſalem? We are very low already, ten Tribes are gone 
into captivity, yea the Princes, Smiths, and Carpenters, and. 
chief of the people of Fudab, with their King Feconiah, were 
already led to. Babylon 3 we are much | weakned' by- former 
wars and calamities-3 and wilt thou yet puniſh farther ? Now 
.\the words. are Gods Anſwer 'to the Prophets Supplication, 
expreſſing his fixed reſolution to puniſh, ver. 10. amplified 
with notes of the greateſt leverity, Mine eye ſhall not ſpare, 
neither will T bave pity, I will recompence their ways upon their 
own bead. ' And alſo the reaſon. of that reſolution, ver. 9,- 
Then ſaid be unto me, The iniquity of the Houſe of Iſrael and 
Fudab is exceeding great, and the land is full of blood, and the 
City full of perverſneſs, they ſay the Lord bath forſaken the earth, 
the Lord fhall not fee, , © | 
In Gods reſolution and threatning, obſerve the manner_of 
1" the expreſſion, mine eye ſhall not ſpare, neither will. I bave pity, 
We i 1s, after -the-manner \of men," to threaten judgments with- 
2 4 out any compaſſion, For with men the eycaffe&eth the hearr, 
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= even in war and execution, the fight of the perſons, as the 


4 _ 3 ] 
Children, and the like, for. the moſt i". 
i by X6letting in-the hearts: of them) ahab execace. 
ſeverity + - \Therefort;. Mine. eye ſhall nos ſpare here is' al} one - 
with, I will not bave pity aud compaſſion ,; bus-will rggompence thei 
ways. 0n their: heads ;. that is; I will deal with th ſeverely as 
they deſerve, "rording to their a 08 
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The meaning, off 'theſe wo I , ver. " 6. inn; 
the charge to, the Deſtroyer, Go tbrawgh #be. City: and ſmite, 
t pot your eye ſpare, neitber | bave' pity , deſtroy Peers old: and 
young, the maids ch the women os comics u_ 4 my 


entiuary: 


? 14, 43, 

The Reaſon of this relolved: @ogiy, is Ea Sing © Thy 
veople, expreſſed) in the two. GenerM*Branches before men- 
joncd, 


Firſt, In matters. of Religion; their 3 iniquity is exceeding great. 
Secondly, In matters ,of Morality, The 1and-is fall; af -blood,: 
urders, and violence, . And the City.is full of | perverſueſs, wiz. vin. 
dgment, in juſtice, and oppreſlion. 3 :and:to all-this is. added; 
theiſtical obſtinacy, and contempt of reproof and- threat. 
ings, They ſay, The" Lord bath forſaken the earth, be-ſhall- not ſee, 


opoked by a people that own bis Name, that he will refolvetlly- 
niſh them withtbe greateſt ſeverity, or witbout compaſſion. 


Leap what # was here threatned, was exactly fulfilled;.2 Chron; - 
» 13, to 21 3. where, after that the ſins of all ſorts of perſons. 
> reckoned up, with their obſtinacy againk all. a—_ and 


King of the Caldees, and delivered all; into- bis /hand, 
Fihout compaſſion, young men-and majdens ,.old men, and: 
that ſtoopeth for. age, their City, theix Treaſures, cheip 
1Guary, and all that was precious to them, 'and (o.to conti» 
in deſolation, and captivity for ſeventy. years: | 
aod. is {aid, to: ali with, high ſeverity, ' or. without com 


paſlioa,, 
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arning, we are told ver. 17, that-God brought upon-them- . 
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The ſcope of the words. then is this, God i is ſometimes ſoQbſcrvat. 
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| z:not' as: if- there were any fuch as we dll Ri 
nega Aaenidalrads); in' the mayer. Nature'ic 
God. | There: is infinite wiſdom and goodneſs; -as well as jus 
ftice, in-all ghat God: dorki ity his works, that #re above ogr 
reach, yea c "the :yeach- of all/ the' Creatures; he always: 
a&eth becoming himfelf , ſuitable £0 his own greatneſs in& i 
infinite bleſſednels: : but he is ſaid to puniſh without compaſ. 
fion,  whew he dorh-it without! choſe -uſiull mixtures of - mer- 
cy and moderation; which are-comftionly tempered wirh moſt, 
#HiQions, and chat either for manner, or degree and\ mea-c 
ſure.: In- ordinary correQions, God affficeth: lefurely, fo that, c: 
they may” be born; and mixeth many gracious circuniftanees$Þ,, 
which do qualige, the affliion, abate the terror of it, and} } 
make: it to be* born. with ſome contipolure : but then there al! 
is te&'compaſlion in attlicon; -as-to'rhe miner, when it comesFifc 
ſuddenly, and with amazing circumltances, when many thingy | 
concur to make it more dreadful, as it was in Fob's caſe, 7b 2, 
I..: ver. 34, £0 20, Again, as to the meaſure, commonly Godin 
atflictetty a Plate! ot Nation 'fo tliat he maketh a'tew ial] ry 
ples .and warnings:to the. greater part*whom he intends tofu; 
(pare, -and/ therefore makes forrie helpful and comfortableſſm; 
ro' others3 and/ afflifts in fome things, £6 ſpares thera in oa] 
thers: As fyppoſe'# mans perfor be aMitfted, and yet- his fa 
mily and his eltate: be in (atety, to be a- comfort and-ſuccour N 
10 him;- if 'one; ot ſame 'few places-in & Nation be aftticdediiftc 
and the. relb ein peace, {6 that there is refuge for them thatFhi 
can fly, #& favcour for them. rhat carinor;, there is great comhed 
paſſion , mercy in the mid(i of judgment : But ſometime, 
God poareth out aff: tion, fo that # p-ople or place are comſrſt 
paſſed:abont with trouble, -not' only tome, but moti of tics 
are ſmitred, not one but moit places, not'in once but in' all c; 
thei comforts; wives, children, cates, peace, lives #\fo 3, whit E 
God dorh-no6t" afi&t © much for” example and rctormationy)k 
ab/to duftroy all before him; zs beivg - weary of torbezrinii 
excepting a few- who bya ſecret: providence may cleape, 2 
thoſe chere, that be*'marked-m their torchead, Ezth; 9:6: 

* 15 without. cothpaſlion: 37 as when art ary” takes 4 City: þ 

- fovte; dugeciaties there -is fuch nioderation that'*they- \ 
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 aeth_ 
m_— wn ern in Arms and ſometimes 
; qr ry cy that they will - Gs none that come to 
| id, in their. firſt entrance eſpecially, whether nggn, women, 
K.. children. and to * ag yr Rees 4 expreſin, 
Bf Gods eye not [paraug, feeras to 
 Fanther, wo porn Gad lo. correQorh- his people, ON Gill 
yaiting for their. return, as unwilling to ſtrike, | as, grievet 
»r thtir trouble, as loath to deſtroy, though he uſe great 
-yerity for a-time : fo he" dealt with Iſraet im the :Wilder- 
els, Becauſe be wa full of compaſſion , and did. uot ſtir wp. all bis 
yrath, Plal. 78. 38, 
But offengimes, God aftlichs as. weary- of foxbearing, 4s ne- 
olving not [to. be _intreated, as taking (atisaQion. in the ma- 
$Sifcfiation of his Holineſs and Majeſty, oY in the vindication 
$f his own Honour upan- rebellious..Creatures, Exzek, 5: I, 
092,13, When God had ſaid, he would defiroy;them by Foe 
mine, pefiilence, and captivity, che addeth, 4: will __ 
24 to reſt upon them, and I will be comforted: - Aud tbey ſhall 
how, that I the Lord have: ſpoken it in my zeol, - wben- T have ge=" 
le libel my fury upon them, Wo be to a_people, when God: 
Yall. take comfort in their deſiruGion. 


Now that: God will deal in ſuch feverity with.a nope. 
We called by his Name, is evident from. the. Th 
aFbich he WL ors to his Covenant with Ifael, :in caſe of, difs” 
edicnce, to which all the Prophets xeferred- in their after- _ 

reatning, Det. 29, 18, 19, 20, &e, God tells them}, if any 
ſon or tribe ſhould forſake him, and go ON obltinately., thes. 
3 anger and jealoufic ſhould: \moak/ againſt them, Aud al; 
> curſes that are written in this book ſhall{fall «hoy thens;.: the" 
e you have Lev. 26, 27, 28, to 40: where God threatens to- 
|k contrary to them in fary, that - walk contrary. to: him, 
1 will not be reclaimed, till he have ruined them; and 
d their land deſolate, yea and made. them that WEE left, 
cable. and. heartleſs i in irange. Countries, There: is nota .*-. = 3 
of theſe threat ings, accord Aa very letter of chem, WLHNY -" 
h He, bar hath fl are and. again 
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Ine JE IWPAPIEN 1% ve 2 ftandar\ 
fare given us; according to; Which Cl N-de; Ll. 
Churches, / in is thoſe Epitiles to the ſeven Churches bf: 
which the Spirit commatiids all: to- give ear 3 and here £ 
threatnifigs Tre, (in cales of corruption+ and apoltacy. )-: to, 
remove the Candleftich,, Rev. 2,5, to ſpoil and deftroy like a ph | 
i4 the night;! Rev. 3: 3 £0 Fn out of bj bs 7 modth, ver. 16, of that 
Chapter.” 
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- For further proof, we have ſuflicictt ind fad inſtances” of 
Gods greatiſeverity. | Mead! 


-X, 4n.the Flood apott 
TEEN intys what ' was' the- terror; - what were the cries ant 
| | lamentations of men, women, and children, when they (aid 
| that God' was: reſolvcd' to drown' thern all 3* when not' one[- 
ror inthe *whole-World -was to be ſpared, excepting one t 
jily4>nay<the- hoo of the':earth;, the fowls of the air." 
dry -muſt:periſh+ wich them 3'and {6 al © 
= molt end pur tins the courſe. of Nature, * Certainly theid * 
WOE nt, ' conifernation is! unconceivablez but yet God! goeth' on and 
I | accompliſheth bis' fury -to 'the' uttermoſt that he had threat: . 
WL 4 $Þ53 ned; 
TINS, \ *8,4Iritincenwei have inithoburning of Sodom: ind the neigh F 
Hr! Cities Gon 16, 24 
RS OReY Ef 4: fre fite From: lewven, to'cobſume_ four Cities, withl 
HY | | all: Mdiriinhabicants,” pritig four perſons only, and | oO cons _ ! 
WES ts | ſure all that" NS. che ground, ,and to: make the Land 
By! bat, ar! | gene huiktf 4 bp filthy 'noifom” Lake, (6 tc 
—_ Fr chnthtive: coal Generations !”: Here was no warning but t 
_ Laptand%his Sons" here", was 1! gon ox tl tire 6 
rerey - IR 6 loverity: : 


thi old World: Gen, 6. $38;7, Dal 


, $52 -What (everity is this, that God + 
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{ er, How terrible it is to behold men #o- hardenied: 
they were," that-their enemics.ſhould be far more compaſl- 
nate towards them, than they were to them(c1ves, or each 
Ft other ; z that a, moſt populous Country ſhould - be clean emp- 
HY tied of its lnkabieancs, and the remnant of them ſcattcred 
Wl throughout all Nations under Heaven as vagabonds, and the 
{corn of the World; that a moſt fruitfy! Land ſhould lie 
waſic for the moſi part, and uninhabited for ſixteen hundred - 
years, and all this to befall them which were Gods only peo-. | 
ple in the World for near two thouſand years, | TP 
- 4, Once more we are informed by the goers of all Hi- | 
"4 ſtories of thoſe times, That when Chriſtianity had-been fet- oh We 
yal-1<cd in the World, aud encouraged by Conflanthil the Great; "43" 
and afterwards peace was abuſed to errors, diviſions, ammbi- _ 
"tian . and wotldlineſs, God almoſt empticd the Chriſtian 6 NY 
.World of its old Inhabitants, brings Saracens and Turks upon | 4 
the Eaſt  Goths, Vandals, and divers other barbarous Na ; - Sag 
.tions upon the. Weſt , making in a manner. new Nations. | WR 
Certainly .in theſe caſes , Geds eye did not: ſpare , but he =: 5; of 
rccompence mens way upon their heads, E) 


The Do&rine thus proved, two things are be inquired 
into, 1, What are the principal cauſcs', wherefore *God 10 f; ©" 
144 proceeds with menz 'and from whence, or. what ground 7 $0 FAN! . "2 

hath that he ſo deals, For the firtt ; £5 

I. The cauſes. that provokes God to. puniſh with great 
 {cverity, are: principally and fummarily thete four, 

1. The abounding of firs againſt the light of Nature, | 
eſpecially thoſe that: diſſolve all Suman ſociety, _ 'The light of _ 
Nature, is ſome impreſſion of. God, and of ſorpe duties main- . 

zed. 'by mans Conſcience , by the ſpecial power of God, _— 
2gaigt that natural corruption which he: hath brought upon 2895 700 
himfelf in the fall 4.' The end of it, is to keep up God: aus 
thozity in. the World ; 'to inake: men. live {omething hke © -- - , 
*men,: and. not. like irrational Beatis 5. tat thcy might have 
-ſome ſociety with; and reſpe& to. eak ther3 and fo to be 
fame ground of the knowledg of : OM, that they might be 
dealt with in Aa rational way, either. for mercy it they wall. 
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return , or for jadgment if they will be " obſtinate; | Now 


while this is preſerved in {ome vigor amongtt men, God 
ſpares them: much, yea blefleth and proſpereth them,” if there 
be not the higher light of the Goſpcl to; which/men-walk uns 
ſuitably. The reaſon is, So long as the ſenſe and awe of 


prevails upon men, much evil is prevented, and other cvikſ/o 
may b-: retormed 3 and. whilſt the general ends of humanf(u 
ſociety are minded, fo long there is ſome uſe of men in thi} b' 
World, and God hath ſome glory and ſervice from them | 
but when this ſenſe of God and common humanity is much andſ C 

ſ] 


_ generally finaned away, there is no hope of men 3 Wherefore 
then ſhould they be ſpared ? There is nothing to flop the 
from fin, and there 1s little uſe of them to one another, an 
farther than the fecret power of God reſtrains and over-rulcg © 
them. When mercies or afflitions will do men good, whilff 1 

| the ſparing of them” will make them comforts and helps tq * 

Wo. one another, ſo that there may be ſome Tenſe /'of God, and « 

bs of the order which he hath eſtabliſhed in the World, fo lon; | 

| 
( 


Ix | God ſpares a people, and ufeth- many ways to reclaim them 
8 But when the natural ſenſe of God , and of the principd 
- | * dutics to men, is violated and ſinned away, men are but bu 
dens to one another,” burdens: to the World, and ripe tor de 
firudion, As of whom God will have now no more glor 
but that of 'his Holineſs, Majeſty and Power, in puniſhin 
them for deſpiling him, and caſting of his government. No 
the. fins that moſt quench the light of Nature, 'and are mc 
deſtructive, arc, Atheiſm, Shedding of Blood, Uncleannef 
and Oppreſiſion, 
"_ 1, For Atheiſm, when that prevails, Melantthon obſerve 
8g It is the fore-runner of the ruin of the State.. God -will |} 

4 295 _ _- with particular fins, and great ones too, whilſt He avdil 
7: Authority is owned, that men may be ſhamed and huitbled 
00 74 but when He himſelf is denied, or ſlighted and deſpiſed, ( | 
Eo ' _ prophaning or blaſpheming Gods Name and his ways is 
KEE s of fruit of Atheiſm ), then God will bear no longer. Men x 
be kept from no- filnr wicked attempt, any further than 
' their own temper-ati@ intereſt, Tt is the chief defign of 
| Gods works to make him known in the World :. therefc 


- 


\ "9 | 
the World was made to ſhew forth the glory of God ; _and 
en men, that ſhould fee and declare his glory moſt of all, 
ſhall deny and flight him, they rob him of the ,glory of-all 
»rel@ his works, and of his Being too 3 they thruſt him ( as it were ) 
an out of his own World ; they altogether rcbel againſt him ;. 
zolf they will not fear him, as thoſe in the Text, The Lord bath 
vikl forſaken the earth, The Lord ſhall not ſee. Surely God will deſtroy 
1anff (uch, there is no reaſou why they ſhould bz ſpared any longer , 
chil beſides , what ſhall keep men in order amongſt themſzelyes, 
m | when they doubt of, or deride the Being or Providence of- 
nd] God, | 
2. A ſecond great fin againſt the light of Nature, is, The - 
ſhedding of innocent blood, and the letting it go unpuniſhed. 
This is another of the fins in the Text, that brings judg- 
ment without mercy. The Land is full of blood, God hath put 
ſo much of his own Image upon men, that he will have no 
man offer injury to it, no nor the beaſt in the-field, without 
the greateſt penalty, Gen. 9. 5, 6. God made men to be uſe- 
fal to each other 3; and wherefore are ſocieties, greater and 
lefler, ſuch deſirable things, but chiefly that men by combi- 
nation, order, and multitude, may be a ſtrong defence and 
ſuccour to each other; yea for this end is the great ordinan: e 
of Magiſtracy, that the lives of men might be in ſafety, or 
revenged when they are taken away unjuſtly : for all other 
things depend upon the preſervation of life, Murder hath 
no expiation but by the blood of the murderer ; aud it crics 
to God for vengeance it man will: not hear its voice ; yea 
the ſtain of blood is ſuch, and ſuch muſt be the reverence of 
mens lives, ( who arc our equals by creation, and muſt live for 
ever ), that where it is caſually and unwillingly ſhed, the 
perſon for a time was as it were baniſhed from his Country, 
Numb. 35. 30, t034- He that is bold againſt the life of a. man, 
muſt farſt have caft off the reverence of God, and then will. 
not out of any tenderneſs ſtick at any other fin3 fo that ſuch: 
. men alſo were ripe for deſtruction, and haſten it upon'a peo-: 
ple, where they are common.-and unpuniſhed 3 Wherefore, 
fhould they be ſpared, that have reverence neither of God 
or.men ? , 4 
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Colo. 


Caftilate. 


Clog; 


3. The third deſiruRive (ing is Uneleanneſe ; The Apoſtel 


(ers it out in all” the kinds of ir, Col, 3. 4.  Fornication. be- 


tween the unmartied, Uaclecanneſs b<tween the mirricd, in- 
ordinate affc&tions, polluting ones body, evil' concupilcence, 
wanton dclices and burnings. Arid. he adds, ver, 6. That for 
theſe things cometh the wrath of God 'upon the diſobedient. And 
it is obſcrvable, that. ſpeaking of the ſame fins apaio, Epb, 5, 
4; 5,.6. he adds the (ame threatning, but with ſomc more 
veh.mency, becauſe men are apt to ſlight them; Be #ot de- 


cetved with vain words, For for theſe things cometh the wyath. of 


God on. the diſobedient, And Fob, ch. 31, ver. 9, 10,11, 12. tells. 
us, that to have the beart deceived by a woman, and to Lay wait 
at a neighbours houſe, is a bainous fin , and iniquity to be puniſh- 
ed by the judzes ; But what it the judges do not puniſh? yet 


ver. 12. This is a fire that conſumeth to deſtruction, and would 
root ont all mine increaſe, And ſurely as this fin conſumeth 
the body of the unclean perfon, fo it hath this ſpecial judg- 


ment following it, That it conſ{umeth the eſtate ; Solomons. 
great riches would not ſuffice him when he loved many wo- 


men, but he was fain to opprels the people alſo. And alſo 


ir conſumeth the family, God often denying children to the 


Atulrerers; Hoſ. 4. 10, They ſhall commit whoredom, aud [ball 
not encreaſe , or clſe quickly taking them away, and bring- 
ing great and flouriſhing Families to nothing : and it ir be thus 
with Familics, it will be fo with Nations likewiſe, waltin 


* MelanT.Loſ both their treaſure and increaſe. M:JayGhon * hath gathered 
Cem, Cap. de many inttances wherein this fire of Uncleanneſ(s:.hath been 


the ſpecial cauſe of ruin and changes in States and Nations, 
As that of the o!\d World,. Gen, 6, v, x, to 5. this impure fire 
brought the Flood on them: z this deſtroyed Sodom 3 this oc- 
cafioned that famous and fatal warr againſt Troy, which end- 


ed in the deſtructiori of the people and their City 3 this twice 


was the occalion. of thanges in the Roman State , under the 
Kings and the Decemviriz the reaſon of all is, God is an in- 
finite and pure Spirit , and hath made Man both Body and 


| Soul robe a T<mple to dwell in,” x Cor. 3.16, 17. and there- 
fore will deftroy bim that defiles bis Temple. - This ſin doth pol 
. lute the __ which ſhould be a member of Cult, I Cor. 6,15, 
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to 18.. and above all other, Second=Table fins doth quench- both 


ot fin, and are fo filthy,” that God and his Spirit will not endure 
to be among(t them ; What will be the iſſue but deſiruction? Be- 
lides marriage, as it is appointed to: preſerve. the purity'of mens 
bodies z fo, next-to'the preſervation ot life, it. is:the; chiekeſt foun- 
dation of order.in the World 3 it is the ground. of-love and.union 
in families and kindreds, and conſequently 'in:Nations themſelves y 
by this only we have a certain-and a godly ſeed, Mal, 2, t4, and 
by this every man is held in his duty to, and'his:care of his own, 
whom they inuſt and will ftand by and detend to the utrermoſ?. 
Uncleannels then diſſolves all bonds'of order,.takes away love, care 
ol polterity,and defence ; it immaſculates mens mindsqweakens their 
bodies, darkens their judgments , diſorders and*© weakens as well 
as defiles their affections, takes away all reſpect of -zight ane to- 
wards another z and what are ſuch a people; fit for, but deſtruction? 

The Fourth deſtructive fin againit the light of Nature.” is 'Op- 


full of perverſneſs , and it is reckoned amongſt the cauſes: of the 
ruin of the Ferws, . Again, Ezek, 22.27.: Her Princes are like Wilves 
.ravening the prey, to ſhed blood, and deſtroy fouls, to get & ſhoaeſt gain 'y 
ver, 28. The people of the Land bave uſed oppreſſion, and exerciſcd robs 
bery, and vexed the poor and needy , yea they bave oppriſſed the (tran» 
gers wrongfully. And teeing there was no man to redr. {s -thele things, 
therefore, ver. Zl. I bave poured out mine indignation upon them, I 
bave conſumed them with the fire of my wrath thtir own way have Ire- 
compenſed upon their beads, ſaith the \Lord. 

Juſtice, Goodnels, and Mercy, are the Attributes whereby God go- 
verns the World, and in which he takes great delight. Fer.g. 24, 
And in theſe God expe&eth men ſhould be like him, Mieab 6.8. 
He bath ſhewed thee O man, what is. good, and what doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee, but to do juſtly, and' to love. mercy , and to walk; bumbly 


with thy God £ Goodneſs, kindneſs, rightcoulnels, faithfulneſs, and 
the like, are"ſpecial things wherein we mult imitate our heavenly - 


Father 3 and (ceing: God hath made and given them;all- they have, 
he generally hates that men ſhould Lord it, and- inſult_qver. their 


Brethren, and make a prey.'of them. Bcfides, God-made men to ' 


be uſeful one to another, and members one of another, and this 


mutual 


the Spirit of -God/ and the light of Nature; all tenderneſs 'df. Con» 
ſcience. in_ men ; Whoredom aud wine take away! the beart, Hoſ 4. 11. 
And when men have finned away the'{enſe'of God, and the ſenſe 


preſſion. This is another fin mentiond in the Text, The City:is | 
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[12 ] | 
matual love and tenderneſs is another great pillar of order 
in the World; that men being helps and comforts. to each other, 
might comfortably ſerve: God in (their. publick | and private capa 
citits 3: but when men are given to wrong and: oppreſs each other, 
they are but burdens to'the World, hindring the publick ends and 
uſe of human focieties, and are in this far worſe than beaſts, bes 
cauſe they have reaſon to drive on their deſigns for each others 
hurt , whereas the: beaſts arc led only by preſent paſſions, And 
wherefore ſhould; ſuch a people be ſpared ? Now it is obſeryable, 
that all the Prophets who: threatned Iſrael with deſtruGion, do 
moſt .inliſt ( next.to- the corguptions in Religion ) upon theſe fins, 
Shedding of blood, Uncleanneis, and Oppreſhion, .as the cauſes of 
Gods wrath ; becauſe theſe being againſt the light. of Nature, do 
ſubvert all Religion. 'z, and: it \men have loſt the regard of one 
another , they: [muſt needs loſe the fear'of God 3 and when they 
have blotted out theſe trongeſt-impreſſions.of the will of God,there 
is no-principle left, "whereby. they can be ſwayed or perſwaded ; 
Reaſon and Scripture, ;yea and providential judgments are not like 
to prevail. with them that have finned away the feuſe of common 
humanity,. and thoſe ends for which men'were made 7? therefore the 
prevailing. of theſe, fins will bring judgment with great ſeverity, 


The Second principal fin that cauſeth ſuch ſeverity, is, Contempt: 


of the Goſpel, By the Goſpel God offereth to reftore men to the 
knowledg of Himſelf, to his Love, his Image and likeneſs, to for- 
give all former. rebellions againſt him, and to deal with man ups 
on.a- new. account, and in. a new way, in order to his obedience and 
ſalvation 3; and this new way is founded upon the humiliation and 
death: of his own Eternal Son 3; ' now men by deſpiling this offer 
ſhew the greateli contempt of God that is poſſible. For to that na: 
tural undervaluing of God, which is in their corrupt hearts bred 


with them, whereby they ſlight all his excellences, wonderful good- 


and peace 


ne(s and bounty that he fhewed to them. in their creation, and for 
which they are under the f{entence of death. To this they add 
moreover, 'a new contempt; of God, diſcovering himſclf afreſh to 
them, with greater. love, with the greateſt motives to draw their 
loye 3.great were Gods gifts in Creation, . hs gave us our being, 
 an- excellent being, he made us like himſelf,” placed us near hims- 
ſelf, intending; ever to converſe with us, and. to manifeſt himſelf 
unto' us; he gave us all the Creatures,: the uſe and affitiance of e- 
very thing in heaven and -carth; and when this would nocthold 
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poſe, and pleaſing himſelf in the Creatures 3 God hath ia the Gol- 
pel opened-the unſearchable treaſures of his mercy, which ( if any 
thing ) will wark upon offenders ; God hath offered them himſelf, 
his Son, his Spirit, his Kingdom, and his fatherly. Love and Ble(- 
ſing in eyery thing,; and this.of his own good pleaſure, through the 
purchaſe of his Sons blood 3 if men deſpiſe this alſo, they do but 
declare and confirm their old contempt and undervaluing of God. 
They ſhew that they are invincible in it, ſuch 4s their prejudice 
againſt God, their ignorance and ſlighting of his Excellengies, and 
their love of. the Creatures, that nothing can draw. them. and. re- 
concile them to. God.,, God hath no greater things to give them 
than his own free:;and infinite love, - and the: precious ,þlood of his 
Son, with an intereſt in him, and the treaſures of Heaven, which 
he' reſerved as the greateſt 'glorics when the ſcene of. this World 
is Over 3 and if theſe will not move men, they dceſpile God indeed. 
And as men-ſhew the greateſt contewpt. of God, fo they ſhew 
the greateſt enmity againtt_ him and his ways, and the greatelt love 
ON | of, and obſtinacy'in finthat can be 3 when the greatneſs and good- 
neſs of God as a Creator, would not: keep men from finning, ' he 
| trieth in the Goſpel what pardon andthe higheſt love will do, 
'P*| and if they be deſpiſed, what do men but ſhew, chey will fin, 
he they. will have their way whatever can' be. faid oc doae-to, them, 
T-] that they will not leave fin and return to Gad, though they: go to 
P*| hell with a double. damnation, :for revolting from, Gad in their 


NG! theſe are the main reaſons to keep. men, from embracing Chriſt, 
er and_walking worthy of him, even their undervaluing God and 
12-] ſpiritaal things, and their unwillingne(s: to be holy: and to be 
<£d| brought off from fin ; and ſhall not God be avenged for'this ? Men 
{ecem, not to be palt hope, they have. not declared: their: utmoſt 
contempt of God, and reſolution for fin, till they have been tried 
a (uthcient time with the gracious diſcoveries and. invitatiqns of 
0] the Goſpel but if they deſpiſe this, then there is no further trial 
4 to: be. made, or higher and fironger arguments tobe uſed with 
'S' them, nox any. farther reaſons. why. they+{hodld! be born, with. 
When many men; openly deſpiſe,,and deride Reljgion, believing in 
Chriſt, holineſs, and hope of glory,  and-all that- leads. to it, and 


and Ordinances, and arc now little aft;Gied with them, or wrought 


| man unto him, but he choſe his happineſs in being at his own Aiſ- | 
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nd Creation, and for deſpifing his Son, and Redemption ?.. and indeed 


theſe are unpuniſhed ; when the generality are weary of the Word: 


UPON 


Y 
: 


wet in (WET 
upon by*thery, 'when thoſe alſo' that make more ſhew of Religi-' 
On, are worldly; vain, and very way of the life of it, and yet 
{o' uſed to knowledg and profeſſion, that nothing'can be ſaid to 
quicken them, but what they have often heard , and have by cu- 
ttom uſed themſelves to hear it , and: harden themſelves to bear 
ic; atid when, to all this, thoſe that are' really *the beſt Chriſtians 
do deciy'in life and obedience, and fall 'fill ſhorter and ſhorter of 
the affection and holineſs of them that. went before them, con- 
renting themſelves with lower things in their walking both with 
God and man 3 when all theſe concurr in' a people, the Goſpel 
{cemerh even to have done its work amongſt them; that the 
moſt are fit only to be deſtroyed ſeeing they will not be perſwaded, 
and to feel Fhat a God and Saviour they have deſpiled and-trifled 
with, and that the better ſort need to be quickened by another 
way of dealing, that will make the Goſpel more ſavoury to them, 
and this 'will certainly be the end of fuch a people. Rev. 2.5, 6, 
Oar Saviour threatens to unchurch Epheſus, (and ruin goes along 
with-that ), for loſing: their firſt love 3 c<.3, ver.:16, 17, to caft 
off Laodicea for lukewarmne(s, the lo(s of- zeal andiaffe@ion ; and 


this was the fin 'for which our Saviour threatned deſfolation' to [ 


the Fews till they (hould be glad of the Goſpel , it they might 
have it preached, Luk 13. 34, 35. O Fernſalem, Feruſalem, which 
killefl the Prophets , and ſtoneſt them that are ſent to thee,. how often 
would 1 baye gathered thy children togetber, as a Hen gatbertth ber 
brood Wunder ber' wings, and ye would 'n0t? Bebald your bonſe is 
left unto you deſolate',, and verily I ſay unto you , ye fhall not ſee me 
wntil the time come when ye ſhall ſay, Bleſſed ts be that cometh in the 
Name” of the Lord, This deſpiſting of the Golpel, and untfruitful- 
neſs under it', is that that brought the. Barbarians upon ' Europe, 
almoſt to the extirpation of the ald Inhabitants. * And uſually when 
the Goſpel hath been a_ good while preached (to. a people, there 
followeth great judgments and calamities, ſuch as do. not. uſually 
ſo ſoon befall the Nations'that know not God 3. and hath not God 


' given, an experiment of this. to almoſt all the Proteſtant Countries ? 


for when' the firſt; ſavour-of the blefſed truths. of 'the Goſpel be 
gan 'to wear off, ( ſore time after the .clearing”ot 'them from the 
mifis of Popery )z 'and now men tould ſpend their zeal in con- 
_ tentions and diſputes, and foe in recalling old errors, and many 
\ cou!d receive a great deal of Popery- again, and mnfi_ ſeem ta 
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have forgot what a mercy' it is, to have had the Goſpel. Godf 
Re Ef LNTIOTN | hath 
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. with Wars and many Calamities, Germany , Bahtmia, 
| Poland; Hang ary, Tranſulvania, France, and theſe three Kingdoms, 
need not be cold what God hath done with them for thirty years to. | 
gether , yea, God hath hroughr them all. very low, and yet his in- 2 Fn 
dignation is not turned away from-any of them, but his hand is ſtret. 
'T | ched out Kill. Od: - 6 Ys, | | 
3-: Another principal and deftruQive ſin is the negle& and corrup- 
ft | tion of Gods Worſhip, God made man chiefly to worſhip him 3 fir(t 
| with the inward Worſhip of Reverence, Faith and Love, and then 
with outward Expreſſions and Exerciſes of it, in all Relig:ous duties, 
fl | publick and private, which he hath appointed ; therefore-God hith 
IC | choſen ſome Angels and Men to beſtow on them eternal life, becauſe 
he would have ſome to worſhip, adore,and admire him for ever; And 
d | therefore-hath God choſen-and called his Church, a-number of men 
*r | out of the reſt of the world, and: given them Statutes and Ordinan. 
ces, and commanded them to aſſemble together, that his Name and 
Worſhip. might be kept-up in the world throughout all Ages: Itis 
5 | Gods publick Worſhip that keeps up his name and honour amongſt 
Men ; others know not. what is in our hearts,. nor are they affected 
with it, or moved by it unleſs it be expreſſed in outward ſigns and 
actions. Neither what is done in private Familres, hath much influ- 
it] ence (unleſs ſecondarily) upon the publick; men naturally love publick 
<< ſociety, and therefore God will have himſelf acknowledged pablickly 
NI by them; and this is by bis pablick Worſhip, when ſolemn andjoyne = 
©} prayer is made to God, by the-body of a people upon all occaſions, F 
ff his Word ſolemnly attended to, and all other his Inſtitutions ſeriouſly 
nel andconſtanily obſerved in the times appointed 3 this keeps men in awe _ 
bel of God, this is Gods reizning amonglt men, this prevents abu»dance 
of fin, though it makes not all men ſincere Chriſtians; Now when this 
Worſhip. of God is. neglected; either wholly, or in part, when it is 
| p:rformed lightly and careleſly, when.men deſpiſe God's worſh p'as 
a mean and cuſtomary thing, when they think any tne li:tle enough 
to ſpend in- his ſervice, .and any ſervice good enough even till it be- . 
Al come contemptible in their own eyes 3 this will certainly bring venge- 
Sf ance, Mal.1.12313, 1.4. Chap. 2. H, 2+ God will be acknoxuledged as 
ef God amorgſt men; andif chey will not do-it in his worſhip be: will 
he mike them do it'in his Judgments; [he is a great K'rp . he will nor be 
T4 flighred and mocked in his worſhip, is itfic chat- God ſhould be in a 
nys ſort thruſt out of the world {which ge hath made ) by his own Crea. 
LR & , - -_ 1408. 
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tures; Hr that they /ſhould be weary of him, and think "yt th © 
any ſervice for h:m;and giving him'any-hononr, from whemthey 
all things, and in wh«m is their life 3 ſhall men think they never have 
time enough for their baſineſs, and their pleaſures, and their luſts, and. 
think to pur.off God with any time,*and with any ſervice * Curſed be. 
the deceiver that hath in his flock. a male, and offereth to the Lord a cor. 
raps thing, an imperfe&t worthleſs ſacrifice. Tf men will not- give 
glory to God, he wilt curſe them, yea, he will curſe their blefſings, 
their comforts and fruits of the Earch: If once men grow weary of 
the worſhip of God, Atheiſm,wor ldlineſs, prophaneneſs,and all wick. 
edneſs will abound, nor can any thing reclaim them*when they are 


ev" weary of God himſelf, and then they are fit for nothing but deſtruRi- 


on. And as the neglect, ſo likewiſe the corruption: of Gods worſhip 
1s highly provoking; the love of firange women took off Solomons 
beart frcm zeal for the purity of God's worſhip, and made him allow 
them Temples a:d high places for their Idols, whence he bimſelf is 
ſaid to go after their Idols, 1 King. 11.415, 7. This cauſed the renting 
of ten parts 0! his Kingdom from his Poſterity,and ſo perpetual Wars 
betiveen the two Kingdoms of «dah and 1/rael, for near two hundred 
years, till the Ten Tribes were carryed into Captivity. feroboam or- 
ders the \vorſhip of God as it might beſt ſuir with the intereſt of the 
Staie (for it was the true God which he worſhipped by the Calves) 
and the policy ſeemed abſolutely neceſſary; for ſhould the people have 
Lone upto 7ery/alem three times a year to worſhip according to the 
command, it ſeemed impoſſible but they would have retarned to the 
houſe 'of David; yea, and how ould he himſelf have gone up to 
Worſhip ſceing he had rebelled againſt bis Maſter ? but for all-this, 
utter delftrnRticn is threatned to his Family, and executed in his Sons 
days, 1 King.14. 5, tothe'i2. Chap. 15. 28; 29. And it is obſeryable 
how little this policy availed : fcr beſides the continual Wars that 7ero- 
boam and h s Succeſſors had with the Kings of Z#dah, there were many 
ſeditions ac hoe, the-Crown carryed often from one Family to ano. 
ther, the lat:er ſtill excirpating the former 3 ſo that in the ſpace of 
about one hundred and fixty years, Which that Kingdom laſted, there 


were-no leſs than ſeven Rebellions,: and tranſlating of the Kinzdom|, 


F doing | 


from one Family to another: the Syrians alſo their Neighbours al. 


- moſt continually vexed them, till-by them, together with the'Aſſyrians, 
they were brought to Deſolation, The genera] account that the ſacred 
Hiſtqry gives of all the Calamities of the Kings and-people of the fews, 
is 
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may differ )ehis,js.not. to hon0 iemſel 
oivn interel{t,deſipns,fancies & lufts,iot to exalt God, as is apparent 
in the. inftitutions and worſhip of Rowe, which all tend: co ſer up 
the Pope and the authority of their Church, but nor the authority 
of God,or Chriſt ; now this God will not endure, thoſe that cor- 
rupt God's Wotſhip be counts to be them char hate bim in the-ſe- 
cand Commandment, Exed.20.5, whom he will puniſh in hisgea- 
loulie ro:the third. and fourth Ct ; and thoſe that ſepye <} 
himaccording to his Commandments are they that love him, and | 
on whom he will ſhew mercy toa thouſand Generations, per. 6. - 
'4 -The laſt deſtruRive Sin is /»corr:gihlenxeſs under Judgments. 
When God's Word doth-not prevail with Men, and the promiſes 
andthreatnings of ecernal and unſeen things will not perſwade and 
keep them in awe, then be ſends preſent afliftions to make them 
re things, and; puniſheth them in 
| they may be affeted with the grea- 
ter.things'of 'the.unſeen World: | By preſent Judgments God wa:- 
neth, and youldawe the ungodly, 308 ſheweth his diſpleaſure 74 
7D 1448” of 00G | | 2  - gm 


believe what he ſpeaks, of. fi 
what they.ſee, Und feel that 


0183, 


painſt, «nd_roold quicken, the gagly., When. men Laye wore | 
off the ſenſe of 'the. Word, -moxe or Jeſs,, Gods 44-1 to re. , 
viveand renew it is by afliions,. whereby God doth in-a more , 


ſehfible manner comenear to men to deal himſelf wich them ; but 
if he ſtrike once and again, if fromaſual and fatherly correQi- 
ons he proceedeth to the ſeyerity of a Judg, andto ſhewy,his Ma- 
jetty, if now men will nor obſerve the hand of God, buÞhifc'ss 
well as they'can for che preſent, and wh :n #flictjons be over ſume 


» ' 


will {-gbt; and mock, the moff forget them, and. make up their. 


breaches as falt as they can; and others, though they be affe&ted. 

for a ſeaſon, yet wear ir cﬀ, reſting in general complaints and 

confeffions, and amend little or nothing of thyje thin for which | 
| 


th:y were 8ficed : God certainly will not be ous ghred, bur |, 
"4-1 detroy there, When neither the Wotd,nor Merciesznor Tudg- 


ments can be effe&ua], there iz no other way or means left to deal 
- with men, nor any hope bf them, nothing will tame them, nothing. 
will reſtrain them, they will fear nothing, they will be as vile, as 
worldly, as contentious as they pleaſe, and as. full of excuſes for 
th ir fi15 as they can , and then what remains but pluckingup,and” 
t] rowing down, 1ſa:22.12, 13,14. God tells them, that inthe day” 
of their aMi1ons he called forfaſting,and'weeping, and ſackcloth, | 
but they wer: full of joy, and feafi ng, and'deſperate hardneſs ; / 
. ſaying, Let us eat and drink, ( bemerry while we can) forto mor. 
r w we ſhall die. But mark what follows, Serelyths iniquity ſhall 
net b: purged f.om you till ye die ſaith the Lord God of Hoſt, Again 
Chap. 26.ver.10,11. The wicked will not behold the Majeſty of the” 
Lord, ca when bis band s lifted #p they will nat ſee. But ſhall men be. 
too hard for God? ſhall their impudence and incorrigibleneſs over 
core him, or mzke him at alofs, as it were were,not knowing what- 
ro do with them ? No, no, they ſhall ſee and be aſhamed of their 
envy at his people: Ames 4.1; God calls the incorrigible Iſraclites,. 
Kine of Baſhan ; grols wanton and ſenſteſs people, and threatens 


roruinthem, 44F. 2,3; to pull rhent out as; with hooks, and” fiſh- 

hooks 3 the reaſon of this reſolution is given from per. 5. to the- 

12.God had yificed them with various anuonsy cky, droweh, : 

peſtilence, ſo thar the ſtink of their Carcaſes came up into' their © 

noſtrils, and fome were deſtroyed like Sodom, ( poſſibly by thun-- 

der and1ightning ) and yet they were not the better : Fheref.pe 1 
_A; EE TEL hs : 75,” "i 
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will deithis natotbee; and: bevanſe I will de this mito thee, propare- 
20 weet thy:GodOniſraeli © Tt is not exhortati vn alan 
but the higheſt threatning of reſolved vengearice ';- as if it 
were f{aid,, Look\now to thy ſelf, expe nothing but the yen- 
geance of God:*.. Theſe are the principal fins that bring ruin 3 
but what:ſhalth we'think,' when all theſe ſhall concurr in'6ne 
people * abuhdance of open Atheiſm; ſhedding of Blood, 
Uritleanne(s,. Men being like fed: Horſes, neighing 'after their 
Neighbburs Wives, Obpreſſon , Contempt wad 'wearineſs/of 
the Goſpel, lighting .of Gods Worſhip; and when they are 
afflited for;gheſe things, to go on and not' regard; Will God 
be weary. ot{puniſhing ?- Shall men: eſcape,” becauſe. they have 
ſinned; themſelves alle reproof andi-reclaimivg ie: 'Survly | 
the\ great. God will /pour. as: much contempt'ahd* yeni 
wh cy 


upon. ak ever they have offered contempt to God: 
will further appear by theſe raſons Or grounds + $ 


I. God is abſolutely. infinite in!  Greatneſsil 
God: is: not. only: very great and glorious; buti he: (is*vrally 
without any bounds of his greatneſs and excellenty, -* There 
is nothing | that'doth any. way limit'or raitet him. He's 
as. far above. the 'mighticſt and molt 'cxcellent. Afgels; ashe 
is above the meaneſt Creature 3 they do as abſolutely depotd 
upon - God. for their beeing, and exccllencies; as the meaneft 
Worm,! or leaf of Graſs doth for its becing ; Gods:greatne(s 
is pnſearchable; *Pſal. 145. 3: And ' therefore when he would 
make a” World, the made it -wonderfulgreat in every reſpcct; 
that cannot be found out ; the Heavens of a vaſt compals, 
in wrapping all ; the Stars numberleſs, and' of 'wondertul 
bigneſs, glory, and motions 3 the Earth a mighty maſly body, 
that- hangs: upon nothing. in<the: midſt of- the: World? ;- the 
Scas ubſcarchable in their ide pth, -and motions, dreadful in - 
their- forces;! and yet held' in by the hand/ of God z/ the: (eve- 
ral ſorts'of Creatures arc numberle(s, and every-placetis full 
of. them,: the Air, the Water, the Surface:and'*ht Bowels of 
the Earth 5; all are full, ; and all theſe atc diſpoſed by Godas- 
he.-pleaſetb: 32meither \witre. they- made' for'a leeley ur! (dr'a 


lovg. ſpace 6f/time 3: nop*+ arc they. 'carried/ on in one even 
1 | » _ courle- 
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ſhuabs ; and going 
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courſe, but. theraheimany maryglous 
in,the Plan things, - fuch-as the! Sun. ſanding Rill+ in Fo- 


ng back in Hezekiabs days," terrible Earth- 
quakes, the univerſal Flood, the ſetting up of the four great 
Monarchizs/,:,and the pulling them dowa again, with the 
ſubvertion;-and deſolation . of: Eftates' and + Nations;, 'all 'to 
ſhew, us, /how!:j cat 1s the Majeſty of our God.. But his Arcat- 
nels and  Mje y goth - eſpecially 'appear' in this, that 'a57hi 
tives for ever, f@- he hath made Angels and Men to live for 
ever,. and diſpoſeth of them. as he'ſeeth fit, with infinite wiſ- 
dom andholines, for cternity 3 ſome of the Angels he pte- 
ſexyed-+to live: with him, the others: that finnedibut once, he 
calt;down to; bel}, feritencing them to everlaſting cormetnits, 
as, much. as'- theix natures are;.capable of , and though:they 
were the chief: of his Creatures, 'yet hath he never- had or 
thought of mercy. towards them, or granted them any pofli- 
bility of reggyery- And as for Man, He was made but lit- 
Uleilower Min the: Angels, in the likene(s of -God,, the Lord 
! this lower. World 3. and yet. when. he revolted:from God, 
d taſt bim off,and all-his poſterity:z how:innumerable are the 
.precious and immortal Souls, that from age to: age have come 
into..the World under the curſe of God for their fall-in A- 
dam, for above five thouſand years? and how many' more may 
be born before the-end of all things/*\ and out of this vai 
number. of men, though God will ſave To,'many as to ſhew 
the unſcarchable riches of 'his grace-in Chiift , yer far: the 
greater: number ſhall periſh for ever. How many Nations 
periſh that never have the' offer: of mercy by Chriſt, though 
they might have mercy if they had the-ofter ? And amongſt 
them that have the Goſpel, how many Infants and Children 
are, caſt 'away'before they arc- capable 'to-know their remedy ? 
and amongſt them that are grown, it is much the leſſer part 


that ſavingly-believe.z 'yea the while! World (uffereth' for | 


mang,/ſin. What vanity and diſorder is there/ among the 
Creatures ? What contuſion and weariſomnels in all affairs 
from generation £@-generation z which States-men have been 
ever ſtudying) to brag: to forme | ability; bat never can-nor 
will, cill_ all Gods diſpleafares ;have been tutfilled againit fin 


changed and-convulſions T 


| 


any gr +Gpds ?. is 3bere wot: terrible Majeſty 

Fab 37. 22. Now will ſuch a God: be diſpiſcd inthe | 
greece , 
the world: be broken. ? Shall his. woxd .and worſhip be con- 
temned 'and dealt wigh' as men; pleaſe 2 Shall his. wonder- 
ful mercy be undervalued, and his; terrible. judgments dif- 


” aw wm. »  on RVVwWye 


eatnels. like,» Mojefly w 


| eaſt de- 
by his Creatures ? Shall the order that he; hath ſet-in 


regarded? and will he bear it ?. Will-he not be avenged. to the: 
uttermoſt ? We from; the' tenderne(s of our natures cannot 
think of extream ſeverity, nor caniwe cafily believe ity but 
be ſure infinite. Greatneſs. and Mgjefty cannot ſuffer it {elb to 
be diſhonourcd in the leaſt, without ſome ſvitable ſatisfaQi- 
on cither on men them(clves. in their:utmoſt miſery,” or-from- 
Chriſt in their ſtead, with their mofi /humble-acknowledg 
ments; clſe it would be ſome leſſening of Gods abfolute great 

neſs 3 and no {uch things muſt be. + 


= 
- 


2. God is infinire in | Purity and-Holincſs. Holy-rnen can- Reaſon 2. 


not bear the great provocations of the ungodly 3 Elijah made 
interceſſion againſt Iſrael, Rom. 11.2, & v. 9, 19. David faith, 
Let their-table become a ſnare, and a track, and a flumbling black, 
and a recympence to them, Let their eyes be darkened, and bow 


down their back alway , and again, P/al. 139. '28, AZ, Do not I 


bate them that bate thee? and am.1I 10t grieved' with them' that 


riſe up againſt thee? Tea T bate them with a perfe batred,. &c, 


and yet they are of their fleſh, and of their bone, yea and 
full of fin themſelves; yet this ariſeth from that .holineſs in 


them, which is ſome likeneſs of God. What then ſhall God 


do, that is infinitely. holy ? there is no manner of unclean- 


neſs, defilement, or ſhadow of any ſuch thing in God, nothing 


that is unſcemly. or unbecoming, his glorious nature. - Gods 
holinefs is the purity and abſolute perfeQion of every cxcel- 


lency in him; or Gods bcing altogether like himſelf, what. 


loever he is, and whatſoever he doth, it is that which becom- 
cth or is ſuitable to-an infinite God, every way 'perfe&,, in- 
fivitcly, abſolute,” bleſſed,” good, independent, and foveraign: 


and hence it- is , that be carnot bebold iniquity, nor look ; 
| os y: | | it, | 


apainſt him ; and woitothe world whi 


| oxeat zeal was'bringing 


. 


- 
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fny x3. + 13/1 god be every oſs Hinfle, an lea 
Tikehiraſelf in putifhirig contempts' of him,” and rebellious 
| yen God ſhall come to pu» 
niſh ſairably tobis own greatneſs and gloty';\'ſach' is the-purity 
of 'God,thar the pureſt creatiites are not clean-inhis fight, 7b 25. 
5. 'Brholdeven 10 Moon a#d"it Pineth wot, and tht Stars art* 
not pure in his fights © Job'4 18. He putteth notruft in bis Se. 
vants, 'and.bis Angels be hsrpeth with folly. - As forthe godly on 
earth; there is fin 'in the beft' they do, and God ofren- puniſhes 
chetn ſharply for it in this life Nadab and Abihs did: but bring 
fire tothe Altar, when they-ſhould have expeRed'firefrom hea- 
very and-they were preſently)confumed,' Lev. 10. 12. David in 
k 951103 him,-and played before it 
with preat joy, yer becauſe they iſought nor God in a right order, 
becuaſe it was carryed ina Carty: whereas the Prieſts ſhould have 
carryed it on their ſhoulders ;.:and becauſe Uzz4h-a Levite 
rouched it, which none but a Prieſt ought to do, therefore God 
deſtroyed Vzz4h in the place;and/interrapted a{lthe ſolemnſty, 
1 Chroa,13,9,10,11,12; Chap.15 2,13, God is fot the moſt part 
correRing his Childrenin one kind or other, to purge out fin 
whar then will this holy God do with them: that fin with an high 
hand ?'1 Per 4.17,18 7adgment beginneth at the houſe of Ged,and 
what" ſhalt the eys be.of them that obty not the Goſpel of God ? and'if 
the righte "1 be ſcarcely ſavet,' where ſhall the ungodly aud frriners 
appear. Ie mult be! a'diminurion of «the ablolute-perfetion: and 
glory of God not to be avenged of:a provoking and impenitent 
people. And though men in their. tendernels and fooliſh pity, 
could paſs by. many fins, .and can hardly:think of great-puniſh. 
ments, . yet infinite and unmixed pw ity-will paſs by no fins, and 
js omg no puniſhments, when he hath born ſo long as bis wiſdorn 
thinks fit. T99; i 5 1015's, 311 21 87 


Reaſ. 3: Jeſus Chriſt whom men deſfpiſe;is an infinite perſon, 
and his Redemption the moſt glorious work of God; It 15*not at 
mans liberty whether he will believe or nor, /becauſe:God"'comr. 
mands him to believe in order this rerutning;to- God, and'bis | 

'honguting both the: Father. andthe Son;.. hor can men vegle& | 
L.0 believing - * 


”" 
ntempt and undervaluing of 


believing withaut the greateſt cont 
Chriſt, becanſe in his gnbelicf he chuſeth and preferreth ſome 


luſt aboye Chriſt, and bis infinite love ; and therefore the wrath of 
Gal abideth on tvery one that believeth not in the Son of God, Joh; 3: 
36;: whatever be the cauſe of their unbelief in what degree ſo. 
ever it be, becauſe hereby men ſhew ſo great averſneſs from 
Gold, and from Gbrift, and that ſo deeply rooted that they will 
not.value or accept of his higheſt love, nor repard or admire him 
in his.greaceſt glory: and if ir be thus wich allunbelievers, what 
hall be done to them that deſpiſe the perſon! of Chriſ, faith in 
bim, juſtification.by him, that deſpiſe his grace, his word and or- 
_ dinances, and account them but mean things, that-account them- 
ſelves unworthy .of-eternal life, or-judg it not worthy of their 
acceptance, Who inſtead:of returning to God through Chriſt 
(with all, chankfulneſs) will (ill rebel! againt him; lighting 
mercy, and .deſpifing. judgments? ſurely they can have no lefs 
thanthe judgment of thofe chat made light of the invitations of 
the Goſpel, Math. 22. 5,6,7: and abuſed the Meſſengers, The 
King ſent forth bis armies and deſtroyed thoſe murtherers, and burnt 
their City: It was great goodneſs that God created Man in a per- 
fet and holy fate, 'in the way in which he might have obtained 
eternal life : but when he had voluntarily deftcoyed bimfelf, that 
God ſhould give his own Son to preparea new/and more ſure 
way to life for him by his own blood, this was the highelt pood- 
neſs God highly manifeſted his own glory, in making all things 
perfet, and beltowingthem upon a perteRt man; bur he defign- 
ed a more bigh work of glory in giving his' Son, to reſtore all 
things when they were difordered, and undone by fin : and-if 
man were condemned for ſpoiling the fir glory of God, and 
lofing the firſt glory of God, and lofing the firſt way to life, 
he ſhall be doubly damned for defpiling the means of recove. 
ry, and the higheſt work: of God's glory : Chriſt is God 
equal with the Father, his blood-the blood of God, his Re. 
demption the. greateft wonder of all Gods works, in which the 
bleſſed Trinity have been employed as in # hizher 8nd more ex- 
cejlent Creation, than that of. making all things ; this is the 
laſt of Gods works and defigns in 'the- World, and wherein he' 
hath moſt ſhewed himſelf; and if men have defpiſed this, rhey - 


- have 
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have deſpiſed all his glory ,-and ſurely there-muſt'be'an an” 
{werable puniſhment. The contempr/of Gddsihightt wildom- 
and love will juſtly bring :the higheſt indignation,” He that- 
deſpiſed Moſes Law, dicd:without mercy yea the whole Na- 
tion. of the Fews, after: many - calamities and? \intermifſi- 
ons of mercy, were ruined 3' andyet the' Law was but the 
dawning of 'the. Goſpel, -a ſhadow ofthe good things that 
were to come. Again; for:.retafing? Chrilt|*in*perfon; aid 
preached by his Apoſtles; their whole/Lindiwas 144d walte, 
and: (- lieth to this day, - and” yet they! were not'!tconvinced 
that he was the Mefhah 3 they had great /obje@ions from the 
Law. The Roman 'Empire., ſor oppolingi the Goſpel, was 
continually plagued and torn with (editions and divifions from 
Tiberivs ( under whom: Chriſt was: crbcified ) till Conſtantine 
became a Chriſtian z- and; yet they [were heathens, and never 
had received Chriſt; What: then ſhall be done ito a people 
that ſlight and are weary of Chrift, when they/ have known 
him , and received his Goſfpel,, and) have had the bleſſings 
of it a long time ? This will bring, defolations+ upon: the 
World. hed Pong et 16 nt ] 


4+ Gol will be very {evere, becauſe he hath already ſhewn 
as much mercy as is fit to be ſhewn. It is not fit, that the 
infinite God ſhould always bear with the provocations of vile 
worms 3 he hath born much already, ( when he' comes to ex- 
ecute ſuch judgments) as much as is becoming | his infinite 
greatneſs; he hath offered ſalvation in the blood of his Son, and 
pardon of all fins; he hath fully diſcovered in his word, his 
mind concerning them, and the way of life, He tells them, 
that fin will be the ſhame and ruin of any people ;; he gives 
them the examples of others, how he hath dealt: with them 
for their rebellions againſt him ; Others he is continually 
warning and per{wading them in all his Ordinances.z he cor- 
rects ofzen, and ſometimes ſharply, and then. takes off his 
hand, to ſee if men will conſider, : He bearech even till men 
are hardned by his forbearance, and think he will never ftrike 3 
or it. judgments do come, that they come not from any ſpe - 
cial diſpleaſure,of. God, but' will wear off again. Now is it 


fic 


* fit that men ſhould be born with any longer ? hath not God ; G 
hewed' as much mercy as is ſuitable to his excellency ? And £4 

now. it is as becoming the greatneſs of God to puniſh in the | 
higheſt (ſeverity, As God doth magnific his mercy in bear- 
ing long with {inners, and 1a 'ufing all rational methods of 
recovery to'work upon them, and for a ſufficient time, it per- 
haps they may conſider and return; ſo he will magnitic his (e-, 
verity and holineſs in all kind'of puniſhments, when his mer- 

- Cy is abuſed. | 


5s.” Becanſe of the infinite diſtance between God and men, Reaſou 5, 
It ſeems fo terrible to us, that we can hardly believe, that 
Countries ſhould be waſted and empticd of their Inhabitants, 
that Wives and Children ſhould be given to the murderers, 
that Houſes ſhould be ſpoiled, that Towns ſhould be. burned, 
or that people ſhould deſtroy each other for want of bread, 
that a flouriſhing Nation ſhould be pecled, impoveriſhed, and 
made contemptible, that the glory of Kingdoms ſhould come F 
to an end; (but muſt it therefore ſeem ſtrange to God. Be- | 

bold all Nations are to bim as the drop of a bucket, and as tbe 4 
ſmall duſt upon the ballance, yea they are as nothing before him, leſs 
than nothing and vanity, Iſa. 40.15, 16, &c, God was (o bleſſed 
from everlaſting, that he could not have tht leaſt nced of 
the Creatures betore they werez and he is and will be (6 ble(- 
ſed for ever, that now they are, it. is all one to him as if 
they were not, as to his receiving any advantage from them, 
or any motive why he ſhould continne them. What are they 
to God, that cannot be one moment, nor think, nor move, 
nor do any one thing, either fingly or jointly, but it is whol- 
ly by the power, wiſdom, and influence of God, either in 
his common providence, or his ſpecial grace ? What if there 
had been no World made ?. what it it end and be no more? 
will God have any miſs of it * what if no men had been ſaved ? 
or what though ſo many men and Angels periſh for ever ? 
would it be or is it any loſs-to God ? how many generations 
are gone fince thei World began # how 'many' men are every 
moment going out of the World in one place or other ? what 
are become” of the renowned Nations and Kingdoms, Egyp- m 
< | tians, 


 Vhſe 1. 


Tenowned men for learning, wars, or policies ? are they not 


SF 


2s, and the wiſc and 


]} in the duſt ? and no more valued or reſpected than the 
meaneſt? Yet God is the ſame, and bis years endure t0 all gene- 
rations, Pſal. 102.27. what reaſon is there then, why God 
ſhould not ecaſe' himfelf of his enemies ? why he ſhould not 


execute judgment without mercy, where wickedneſs abounds 
without remedy? "1 


1. Now to apply this to our ſelves, let us impartially con- 
ſider, how far this may be our own caſe. To judg, our (elves 
is the way to prevent heing condemned, 1 Cor. 11,31. Are 
there not- even amongſt us deſtructive fins, and thoſe publick, 
general, and not conſiderably controlled, which brings the 
guHt upon the Nation * doth not Atheiſm abound, arguing 
againſt the Scriptures, the immortality of the Sou], againſt 
Heaver, and Hell ? is not Blood-ſhed almoſt in every cor- 
ner ? and eafic ways are found to evade the Law ? is not Un« 
cleanneſs become common; and accounted as no crime, or next 
to none? men are even weary of the Goſpel in purity, and 
conld chuſe the World , any Religion, even Popery, which 
hath been ſo abhorred, or to have no Religion, rather than 
the Goſpel, if they could be quiet with their wiſhes ; is not 
the worſhip cf God counted contemptible ? and rather as a 
policy of State than an ordinance of God ? Sabbaths are count- 
ed a wearine(s; faithful preaching, fooliſhneſs ; and for all 
theſe things the Land faileth, yet no man layeth it to heart, 
hath not God puniſhed us with confuſions for many years, 
and taken peace from us? and fince that he hath taken awa 
thouſands by the ſword of men, and ten thouſands by his 
own {word the Plague; he ticli as it were unpeopled the great 
City,and then laid it in aſhes 3 he hath taken away the ſirength 
and defence of the Nation in ſhips, trade, and treaſure; he 
hath brought all men-low, and even to their wits end how 
to live in the World, though in a-time of peace and plenty ; 
and he hath lately cauſcd the Sea;to make inrodes upon us 3 
we have had for ſome years one: remarkable blow or other ; 
almoſt cycry year we are firipped naked, our hedges are pul- 


led 
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led ups -we-are ready to'have'any Boar of the Foreſt turned 


-o 


in upon us, and yet withour reformation 3 who is there that 
faith, What Have, I done? Surely gray hairs are upon us, to- 
kens of ruin, if it be not prevented, Ho. 7. g. 


| 2, Let us ſeriouſly believe and fear Gods great ſeverity, and 
humble our' ſelves before him. Flacter not your (elves with 
"vain hopes; the infinite God; and glorious Saviour, will be 
avenged for all the breaches of his Law, and contempt of his 
Goſpel, and deſpiſing of his judgments, that are among us: 
do not think we are yet rich enough, frong and populous ec- 
nough, that we need not fear any ſudden deſirutions, So 


| was the 01d World, and Sodom, that day in which they were d:- 


ſiroyed. God can come upon you like an armed man, on a 
| ſudden, and none- ſhall deliver; and if not, deftruction is as 
certain, though it come on leiſurely, and by degrees: (ay not 
there is no appeatance of cvil that is to be regarded : God 
can raiſe up means of defirucion , and doth uſually where 


| they are leaſt thought of or ſuſpected. The fiye in Etbi- 


opia, and the bee in the nttermoſt parts of Aſſyriaz, very remote 
places, theſe God calleth to puniſh Iſrael, T/a.7. 18. Think 
not we dwell in an Iſland not cafie to be invaded by for- 
reigners, Gods uſual ſcourge, God wanteth not variety of 
ways to puniſh where a people are not (© liable to ſome cer- 
tain judgments; and yet this land hath been four times in- 
vaded and over-run by Strangers, fince our Saviours time, 

and a little before, viz. Romans, Saxons, Danes, and Normans, 
beſides the attempt of the Frech, and the many wars with- 
in our ſelves, and with our neighbour-Kingdom > do not ſay, 
we are not yet fo bad, Religion is ſtill owned among us, and. 
and” there be many chat fear God. in the Land; we are yet 


it not ſo with the "Few, ? had not they alone the* Temple; 
and Worſhip, and People of God among them ? can we think 


their open Idolatry, which we <qual in other fins; there were 
Prophets among them, fone godly Princes and Magiſtrates, 


Land, 


the Church of' God, and he hath not; yet forſaken, uS.. Was. 
chat it was worſe with them than it is with us? excepting 


fome that mourned in f(ecret' for the abominations of the. 
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Pe aac 
oy _ we better than. 7 nv coor | 
were {o 'numerous.and zealous, that two hundred: Bif 
were, banzſhed thence; at, one! time: by the Arnians, and now| 
there is not the. memoty or footReps of, a Ghriftian | Chanch, 
-or the Chritlian Religionin that wvalt try, 
; lowed up in. Mabometiſm? What edige former / 
. axe paſſcd over, and we have ſome 'peace again? God 1 will not 
always dea) thus, butths longer he ſpareth, the more ſevere- 
by he wall puniſh at laft. Humble your ſelves therefore,: and 
look tor judgments, far greater than have yet-come,, unleſs 
there be a great. returning to God and remember, that the} 
els fear there is.in men, the more danger;there is. When 
men/\ſhall-ſay, Peace. and ſafety , then ſudden deftruion. comes 
wpon them, a1 travel upon a woman with child, and hey ſhell not 
eſcape, 1 Theſ. 5. 3. | 
"£3 3 Be perſwaded to-return to God, every one for himſale, 
and anſwerable to the place wherein hei is ſet. A general a 
thorow returniug to God, ſupprefling ſin, maintaining of god-| 
, -linels, and ſetting up the worſhip of God .in purity, would 
turn away judgments 3 yea if ſomething conſiderable -were 
done in reto1ming,it might be a lengthening out of tranquility 
and a ſtep to further mercy. God waiteth to be gracious, de- 
' lighteth not-to deſtroy, but that men might roy and_live;, | 
Tarn ye, turn ye, ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin, Ezek, 18, 30, 
when. God-fpraketh againſt a Nation, to.pull up and to de- + 
| firoy, yet if they repent, and turn from all their wickedne(s, | 
\ then be will repent bim of the evil that be thought to-do. unto then c- 
_ be will 'plant them, and not pluck, them up 5, be will build them, 
| and not pluck them down, Jcr. 18. But it-there be not this ge- 
neral reformation and xeturn to God, let all that fear God try 
their own ways, and turn: to him, chey and their familics, a 
mourn in ſecret for publick abominations, that they may be 
eſcrved, Ezek, 9. $2 6. Settle it in your r heart, God. will nat. 
' overcome by.mens- obſtinacy,. he wi | follow chem. cill he? 


